
WEBINAR: Building a European Health Union for stronger EU 
preparedness and response for health crises 

29 January 2021, 10:15 – 11.45 CET, BRUSSELS TIME 

On 11 November, the Commission presented a Communication on Building a European Health Union: 
Reinforcing the EU’s resilience for cross-border health threats. The Communication highlights the lessons 
learnt from the first stage of the COVID-19 pandemic, and proposes a strengthened health security 
framework for better EU level protection, prevention, preparedness and response against human health 
hazards. The Communication is accompanied by three legislative proposals: an upgrading of Decision 
1082/2013/EU on serious cross-border threats to health, a strengthening of the mandate of the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, and an extension of the mandate of the European 
Medicines Agency.  

To better prepare, monitor and respond to serious cross-border threats to health, the Commission 
proposes creating a pan-European integrated surveillance system, using artificial intelligence and other 
advanced technological means, and increasing coordination to allow for better preparedness planning 
and for the adoption of common response measures at EU level.  

The role of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and of the European Medicines 
Agency will be reinforced to support the Commission and Member States in a number of areas. This 
includes mobilising and deploying the EU Health Task Force to assist local response in Member States; 
building a network of EU reference laboratories, as well as creating permanent structures to monitor, 
anticipate and mitigate potential shortages of medicines and medical devices in times of crises and/or 
emergency situations. Currently, the Commission is preparing the main elements of the future new EU 
Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority, to be proposed by the end of 2021. Such a 
structure would support a better EU-level response to cross-border health threats.  

Supporting documents: 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2041 

Register now:  

https://europaevent.webex.com/europaevent/onstage/g.php?MTID=e1b2bd4a4bbac8de25b391425aea1
3478 

If you have any questions, contact sante-hpp@ec.europa.eu 

https://europaevent.webex.com/europaevent/onstage/g.php?MTID=e1b2bd4a4bbac8de25b391425aea13478


 

The EU Health Policy Platform will host a live webinar following this agenda: 

    10.15 – 10.20 
(5 minutes) 

Welcome 
John F. Ryan, Director Public Health, Directorate-General for Health 
and Food Safety, European Commission 

10.20 – 10.30 
(10 minutes) 

Opening remarks 
Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

 
10.30 – 10.45 

(15 minutes) 

Early lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic for a stronger 
health security framework 
Wolfgang Philipp, Head of Unit, Health security and Vaccination, DG SANTE, 
European Commission 

10.45 – 11.00 
(15 minutes) 

 
 
 

11.00 – 11.15 
(15 minutes) 

 
 

11.15 – 11.35 
(20 minutes) 

 
11.35 – 11.45 

(10 minutes) 

Presentation on the proposed regulations on serious cross-border 
health threats and ECDC  
Agnes Molnar, Deputy Head of Unit, Health security and Vaccination, DG 
SANTE, European Commission 
 
Presentation of the new EMA Regulation  
Anna Eva Ampelas, Head of Unit, Medical devices, Health Technology 
Assessment, DG SANTE, European Commission 
 
Q&A – discussion 
 
 
Conclusion 
John F. Ryan, Director Public Health, Directorate-General for Health 
and Food Safety, European Commission 

 

  



 

 
 

Disclaimer: Note on processing of personal data in the context of the webinar: 

By registering and logging on to this Webinar, the participant agrees to the following: 
 
Personally identifiable information of participants may be heard seen,  read, collected, or used by DG Directorate-General 
of Health and Food Safety of the European Commission as the organizer and by the other Webinar participants; any 
communication or information transmitted during the Webinar, such as voice, instant messages, or presentations are 
available to and may be recorded and further used by DG Directorate-General of Health and Food Safety of the European 
Commission as the organiser; DG Directorate-General of Health and Food Safety of the European Commission may 
further use the information available on the Webinar organisation such as the invitee lists, the attendee logs and the 
Webinar subject matter information. 
 
This Webinar participants shall apply appropriate circumspection when directly  disclosing their personally identifiable 
information or personally sensitive data on the occasion of the Webinar, since this information may be collected and 
used by other participants. 

  

Register now  in the   EU Health Policy Platform 

All the information you need on  Public Health Website 

  Follow us on Twitter  @EU_Healt h 

  

and  
join the conversation on  #EUHPP 




